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(b) Requests for information 

Requests for information under this section 
shall be submitted in such manner and form as 
the United States Central Authority may pre-
scribe by regulation and shall be accompanied or 
supported by such documents as the United 
States Central Authority may require. 

(c) Responsibility of government entities 

Whenever any department, agency, or instru-
mentality of the United States or of any State 
receives a request from the United States Cen-
tral Authority for information authorized to be 
provided to such Central Authority under sub-
section (a) of this section, the head of such de-
partment, agency, or instrumentality shall 
promptly cause a search to be made of the files 
and records maintained by such department, 
agency, or instrumentality in order to deter-
mine whether the information requested is con-
tained in any such files or records. If such 
search discloses the information requested, the 
head of such department, agency, or instrumen-
tality shall immediately transmit such informa-
tion to the United States Central Authority, ex-
cept that any such information the disclosure of 
which— 

(1) would adversely affect the national secu-
rity interests of the United States or the law 
enforcement interests of the United States or 
of any State; or 

(2) would be prohibited by section 9 of title 
13; 

shall not be transmitted to the Central Author-
ity. The head of such department, agency, or in-
strumentality shall, immediately upon comple-
tion of the requested search, notify the Central 
Authority of the results of the search, and 
whether an exception set forth in paragraph (1) 
or (2) applies. In the event that the United 
States Central Authority receives information 
and the appropriate Federal or State depart-
ment, agency, or instrumentality thereafter no-
tifies the Central Authority that an exception 
set forth in paragraph (1) or (2) applies to that 
information, the Central Authority may not dis-
close that information under subsection (a) of 
this section. 

(d) Information available from Parent Locator 
Service 

To the extent that information which the 
United States Central Authority is authorized 
to obtain under the provisions of subsection (c) 
of this section can be obtained through the Par-
ent Locator Service, the United States Central 
Authority shall first seek to obtain such infor-
mation from the Parent Locator Service, before 
requesting such information directly under the 
provisions of subsection (c) of this section. 

(e) Recordkeeping 

The United States Central Authority shall 
maintain appropriate records concerning its ac-
tivities and the disposition of cases brought to 
its attention. 

(Pub. L. 100–300, § 9, Apr. 29, 1988, 102 Stat. 440.) 

§ 11609. Interagency coordinating group 

The Secretary of State, the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services, and the Attorney 

General shall designate Federal employees and 
may, from time to time, designate private citi-
zens to serve on an interagency coordinating 
group to monitor the operation of the Conven-
tion and to provide advice on its implementa-
tion to the United States Central Authority and 
other Federal agencies. This group shall meet 
from time to time at the request of the United 
States Central Authority. The agency in which 
the United States Central Authority is located 
is authorized to reimburse such private citizens 
for travel and other expenses incurred in partici-
pating at meetings of the interagency coordi-
nating group at rates not to exceed those au-
thorized under subchapter I of chapter 57 of title 
5 for employees of agencies. 

(Pub. L. 100–300, § 10, Apr. 29, 1988, 102 Stat. 441.) 

§ 11610. Authorization of appropriations 

There are authorized to be appropriated for 
each fiscal year such sums as may be necessary 
to carry out the purposes of the Convention and 
this chapter. 

(Pub. L. 100–300, § 12, Apr. 29, 1988, 102 Stat. 442.) 
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§ 11701. Findings 

The Congress finds that: 
(1) Native Hawaiians comprise a distinct and 

unique indigenous people with a historical 
continuity to the original inhabitants of the 
Hawaiian archipelago whose society was orga-
nized as a Nation prior to the arrival of the 
first nonindigenous people in 1778. 

(2) The Native Hawaiian people are deter-
mined to preserve, develop and transmit to fu-
ture generations their ancestral territory, and 
their cultural identity in accordance with 
their own spiritual and traditional beliefs, 
customs, practices, language, and social insti-
tutions. 

(3) The constitution and statutes of the 
State of Hawaii: 

(A) acknowledge the distinct land rights of 
Native Hawaiian people as beneficiaries of 
the public lands trust; and 

(B) reaffirm and protect the unique right 
of the Native Hawaiian people to practice 
and perpetuate their cultural and religious 
customs, beliefs, practices, and language. 

(4) At the time of the arrival of the first non-
indigenous people in Hawaii in 1778, the Native 
Hawaiian people lived in a highly organized, 
self-sufficient, subsistence social system based 
on communal land tenure with a sophisticated 
language, culture, and religion. 

(5) A unified monarchical government of the 
Hawaiian Islands was established in 1810 under 
Kamehameha I, the first King of Hawaii. 

(6) Throughout the 19th century and until 
1893, the United States: (A) recognized the 
independence of the Hawaiian Nation; (B) ex-
tended full and complete diplomatic recogni-
tion to the Hawaiian Government; and (C) en-
tered into treaties and conventions with the 
Hawaiian monarchs to govern commerce and 
navigation in 1826, 1842, 1849, 1875 and 1887. 

(7) In the year 1893, the United States Min-
ister assigned to the sovereign and independ-
ent Kingdom of Hawaii, John L. Stevens, con-
spired with a small group of non-Hawaiian 
residents of the Kingdom, including citizens of 
the United States, to overthrow the indige-
nous and lawful Government of Hawaii. 

(8) In pursuance of that conspiracy, the 
United States Minister and the naval rep-
resentative of the United States caused armed 
naval forces of the United States to invade the 
sovereign Hawaiian Nation in support of the 
overthrow of the indigenous and lawful Gov-
ernment of Hawaii and the United States Min-
ister thereupon extended diplomatic recogni-
tion of a provisional government formed by 
the conspirators without the consent of the 
native people of Hawaii or the lawful Govern-
ment of Hawaii in violation of treaties be-
tween the two nations and of international 
law. 

(9) In a message to Congress on December 18, 
1893, then President Grover Cleveland reported 
fully and accurately on these illegal actions, 
and acknowledged that by these acts, de-
scribed by the President as acts of war, the 
government of a peaceful and friendly people 
was overthrown, and the President concluded 
that a ‘‘substantial wrong has thus been done 
which a due regard for our national character 
as well as the rights of the injured people re-
quired that we should endeavor to repair’’. 

(10) Queen Lili’uokalani, the lawful monarch 
of Hawaii, and the Hawaiian Patriotic League, 
representing the aboriginal citizens of Hawaii, 
promptly petitioned the United States for re-
dress of these wrongs and for restoration of 
the indigenous government of the Hawaiian 
nation, but this petition was not acted upon. 

(11) In 1898, the United States annexed Ha-
waii through the Newlands Resolution without 
the consent of or compensation to the indige-
nous people of Hawaii or their sovereign gov-
ernment who were thereby denied the mecha-
nism for expression of their inherent sov-
ereignty through self-government and self-de-
termination, their lands and ocean resources. 

(12) Through the Newlands Resolution and 
the 1900 Organic Act, the United States Con-
gress received 1.75 million acres of lands for-
merly owned by the Crown and Government of 
the Hawaiian Kingdom and exempted the 
lands from then existing public land laws of 
the United States by mandating that the reve-
nue and proceeds from these lands be ‘‘used 
solely for the benefit of the inhabitants of the 
Hawaiian Islands for education and other pub-
lic purposes’’, thereby establishing a special 
trust relationship between the United States 
and the inhabitants of Hawaii. 

(13) In 1921, Congress enacted the Hawaiian 
Homes Commission Act, 1920 which designated 
200,000 acres of the ceded public lands for ex-
clusive homesteading by Native Hawaiians, 
thereby affirming the trust relationship be-
tween the United States and the Native Ha-
waiians, as expressed by then Secretary of the 
Interior Franklin K. Lane who was cited in the 
Committee Report of the United States House 
of Representatives Committee on Territories 
as stating, ‘‘One thing that impressed me . . . 
was the fact that the natives of the islands 
who are our wards, I should say, and for whom 
in a sense we are trustees, are falling off rap-
idly in numbers and many of them are in pov-
erty.’’. 

(14) In 1938, the United States Congress again 
acknowledged the unique status of the Hawai-
ian people by including in the Act of June 20, 
1938 (52 Stat. 781 et seq.), a provision to lease 
lands within the extension to Native Hawai-
ians and to permit fishing in the area ‘‘only by 
native Hawaiian residents of said area or of 
adjacent villages and by visitors under their 
guidance’’. 

(15) Under the Act entitled ‘‘An Act to pro-
vide for the admission of the State of Hawaii 
into the Union’’, approved March 18, 1959 (73 
Stat. 4), the United States transferred respon-
sibility for the administration of the Hawaiian 
Home Lands to the State of Hawaii but reaf-
firmed the trust relationship which existed be-
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